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Communitv-Centered Schools

THE BLUEPRINT

The following in brief is the Educational Program for
Montagomery County Schools as proposed by Dr. Nicholaus L
Enalehardt and Associstes. Consultants, and written by Dr.
Walter D. Cocking, New York Cily, April 1, 1948. In the Letter
of Transmittal, they asked that the program "should be put into
operation aradually.” '

The introduction stated that Montgomery County “is unique
among the 3000 counties in the 48 states because of its
proximity to the nation’s caital and in the fact that more of its
rasidents in the future will be government officials — who carry -
on their individual civic duties and responsibilities in the State of
Marviand. World movements and policies will be charered in
Washington, D. C. Certain movements and developments caen

be anticipated. Many outside factors now largely, i not totally, .

unimpontant will influence the life and development of the
people in the County. Montqomery County is located ih the
shadow of what is destined to become — the unofficial capital
ol the world. Here will be formulated proposals affecting all
mankind. The job is to find the program of education which is
really needed and to have the will and ability to put it into

operation.” .
The study sets forth the major outlines of the educational

program which will meet the needs of children, youth and
adults and demonstrates the character of an educationa!
program which can aflect and shape living in all its manifold
aspects. The program which follows has been derived in the
light of known facts, principles of modern philosophy and

” psycholoqy. aid the environment of the current scene.

The Power of Education

' "Education is the qareatest forca both for self-reslization and
for harmonious social living. Dr. Paul Mort arid others have
accumulated evidence which shows 8 period of slmost 60
years batween the astablishment of need and the school
proarams qeared to meet it. :
If tha school as an agency of society is to justify itself for the
" period ahead of us, it must be accepted that its fundamental
function is to serve the people of the entire community. the very
\ioq;)cj“c'hnldwn. the children of middle vears. early adolescent
youth, older ¥duth, and the adults as well. It must find 8 way to
«;berve ipdividuals, the family aroup. and the entire community.
"Yhen, AND @NLY THEN. can it be said that the school is
Serving the entire community, and hence Bachieving its
'_'lynction."
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The Teachér for the School of Tomorrow

*“The task of tha teacher of the future is a greatly different
task than that which teachers usually performed in the past. The
fundamental equipment expected of the teacher of yesterday
was knowledne of the subiject he taught. Modern education
demands teachers who 8re acquainted by experience as well as
by study with our democratic society and who participate
‘actively in the life of the community. They must have a broad
cultural background and an understanding of world conditions.
Teacher education institutions have not prepared teachers to do

-thase things. Primarily their emphasis has been upon subject
‘matter and method. If we are to have the type of teachers wa
need In the future, teacher education institutions must radically
revise their pronrams to prepare teachers who can administar
“educational programs of the charactar outlined in this repon.”

The Educational Program

“A modem schoo! program has two masijor divisions which
we shall call in this report: INSTRUCTION AND SERVICES.

Slowly, but with increasing rapidity, and at public demand, ¢

schools are adding a number of services to their program. Thase
sarvices are not primarily formal teaching services — but are
provided in order that the schools may be of qreater benefit to
the g_rlli_r_e community. The following, lheq. are the major
purposes of a total instructional program which the schools of
Montgomery County in the future should seek to achieve:
1. Continuing and improving the teaching of the tools of
learning: reading. writing, arithmetic, and related activities.
2. Continuing and improving the teaching of the cultures of
the past.
. Developing the ability to communicate effectively.
. Developing the ability to think.
. Developing desirable personality and character traits.
. Discovering 8nd devaeloping worthwhile interests.
. Developing respect for others, or intercultural relations
. Protecting and promoting_haglth.
. Safequarding life and preparing people to live safely.
10. Developing wholasome home and family life. (Other
agencies must accept at least some of the responsibilities
formerly borne by the family. The school must study the

problem intensively. It must experiment.)
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11, Developing lovs snd understanding of the out-of-doors.
-12. Developing wholesome habits and understanding of

work. (Good members of society cannot be developed if they
are ignorant of work and what goes into it. In the years which
lie ahead, it would appear that the school is the ONLY AGENCY
which society has which can ba expected to sccept this
responsibility. IT MUST BE DONE.

13. Developing undarstanding of sconomic principles and
forces. (Emphasis must be placed upon the economic principles
and forces which are oparating at that time rather than upon

| those of the past) :

(Sérry, no room in package to include rest of Blueprint, but in a nutshell it
coVers'consumer competence, vocational competence, developing social and civie
competence, service to world government, creativé arts, leisure activities, !
provision of health and medical services for all young and old, rvecreational:
services, guidance and counseling services, child care services, employment
gservices, social welfare services, character building services, consultative .
services and evaluation of various phases of community endeavor and life.

(As experience is gained, the community will demand other services. The end
results are that the school make itself indispensable in all phases of
community 1ife.)" ’
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SOUTH KITSAP ~ The school of
the future must be far different
g than that of tocay to meet the
‘changing needs of socicly, say
rescarchers like Dr. Shirley Mec-
Cune, who spoke lo teachers here
0 yesterday.

IND The school of the fulure could be
something like the modcl she de-
scribed. A hand(ul of schools in Lthe
country are alrcady using il:

When you walk in the building,
therc's a row of offices. 1n onc are
drug counselors. One i$ for social
security. Another, family and child
psycholojists. Yet another has a
doctor and nurse who do well-
child exams. )

In the cafleterls, senior citizens

mingle with students having lunch, .

UCATION LAMAR ALEXANDER'S "NEW . | I ) (WASUINGTO _
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-1 . ~ |WITH YEARS.OF They ” become abilities?

We can'l have lhe “throw-away"
students of the past, she said.
Today about 25 percent drop out
(and thal figure that hasp't
changed in 70 ycars, she said).
Another 30 percent are functional-
ly illiterate.

fn the 1950s, that was OK be-
cause they could still find jobs.
Fily percenl ¢nded up in blue-
collar, industrial jobs, bul taday
that figure is already less than 12

percent, she said.

‘The effect is that schools now
have lo leach all the children./\nd
teach them to be fhinke Ty

“‘Therec has been a dr&atlc $hin
in (he goal of educatjon, she said.

In the past, the idca wﬂ’;"lb learn
enough facls and pass cnough lests
to get throngh school.

Workbooks are a prime example,
she sald. They taught students to
endure dull, repelitive kinds of-
work — perfect training for asscm-
bly line workers. “There was al-
ways one right answer, and you
could find it in the back of the
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pped our children and who have
crime to reform the system be
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both cconomically and soclally,
wecovding ta Dr. McCune,

We are changing from an Indus-
trial scciely to an Information
socicty, she said, bul the "industri-
al smokeslack schools” are still
with us.

IFew childeen will end up In
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: ué | REALLY IS: Oldslers and youngstcrs are some-
. o by N times puired for school projects, . book"
. E p{# BIRTH TO DEATH)ike oral history. Bul tdday and In the (uture,
m 21; o ) iEDUC/SOCIAL ‘Thcrc's a child-care center, and schqols need to lc.?ch “full infor-
. m © Sl SERVICES ticd Into It are classes for teen- & matlion processing.” Students qced
\( 7] : 3 g + | UNDER agers where they learn the import-_I, to be able to identlfy allernatives,
' : o nll ancc of child nurturing skills. . g #nd sclect, respond to and refine
>\ 1, 0 ~ o U o® o !UMBRELLA OF In the gym, homemakers areglhclr ch?lccs. ~_
A ¥ ] o 28 &Y .| PUBLIC SCHOOL.(aking excercise classes. Aler “Thal’s the kind of people we
) O og @ oV f:) i ...0R.... work, more men rand \vomckn “L“'B nc’{tddo? theujlqb, she said. | |
v W d A E A UNESCO' S show up for their fitness workou nd two things are very clear In
}) ]~ g QYeeEC4a DEFINITION These are “communily learning "~ producing kids who are thinkers;
W\ ; ¢3] R K OF LIFELONG cenlers,” not just schools. First, lcarning has to t?c “inter-
Q' :$l~ £ 0880 NING “It's not for everyone,” said Dr. @ aclive.” She would submit that “a
13 R O N, LEARNING. McCunc. But she believes the mod- ,quiel classiroor is a dcad class-
\ oA ;_‘-,: ';' 5 5 EDUCATE YOUR cl has elements tlhal ulrc ;)n lrack“-rogm," s(l;cts:id. l l
w U for education’s role in the fulure. ccond, there are two wiuys lo
' Z Wﬁ v o w .|| LOCAL,STATE Schools are no longer In the Wlcarn (o think — by talking or
) R £ P o U] AND FEDERAL | “schooling business,” but rather &writing. Otherwise, sludents are
. . o 'S'; 2.2 vl OFFICIALS. {n “human resource development,” <simply absorbing facts, not learn-
‘ oo g‘ 0 3 A o 2 n | shedad ™ - ~{ring to solve problems.
1 ' Dr. McCune was In SK to talk_J Aboul 80 percent of (caching Is
\0 1R @ "3 S,g 3 =11 DO WE REALLY about something everyone's hear-islilldonc through lectures, without
: 2] m 0B . (| WANT TO ADOPLI' Ing a lot aboul these days — recgard to children's learning
© 3 2’0'" » ';j o || -WHAT E.EUROP[E “restructuring” schools. As senlor Xlyles, she said, and that has to
m [ H W ©F KO~ | PRYING .TO dircctor of the Mid-continent Re~A change,
NS lSH M aeso”% | cGET RID OF? kgional Education Laboralory, its__  Schools are slill Munclionlng as
\ | R Ry what her Job is all about. The non-"§"sorters” of children, identifylng
WA M -9 kEe o, Xs oUT- pro(it Institution Is committed to Wand focusing on the smartesl slu-
1\ [+ » 3 S. 0.3 O | PAGEOUS THAT helping state ancnclgs anc{ locill dcndu and lc::)ving lh;_: 3lhershbe-
1 H A g w ooy schools restructure themselves to %hind. "Our job is to find oul how
3 | i< S o oehw AMERICAN “increase cficiency, cffecliveness 3 cvery kid Is smart and develop his
: P W0 O EDUCATORS & | and rclevance.” abilities," she said. |
3 v o« Yo 57T SOCINLNGISTS)  Her speech here kicked ofl'a fullg The other haif of the picture of
\ % BB E0 HAVE BEEN day of teacher training. Across the™ education's future has to deal with
«' T ~Maon .08 ABLEVTO stale, most teachers were Lking (he social, demographic and cul-
f part in lo¢al or state-sponsorcd uralchanges in sociely.
Q o v} A IMPLEMENT training The children are coming In “in a
THIS SINCE In SK, workshop cholces reflect-  very differcnl state than they were
= < 1948 WITHOUT| c¢d the wuve of the fulure Dr. before,” she sai‘d, .A study !n a
) ANYONE CATCH} McCune described. They dcall  nearby school dislricl (she didn't
with topics such as cclebrating identify which one) found that 30
o) ~ ING ON EXCEPIT i(rerences in learning styles, percent of children were 2bused
FOR GRASS- using a whole lunguage epproach, scxually, physically or cinotionally,
] ROOTS TEACHER$using coopcralive learning, and  she said. .
Z AND PARENTS | integrating technology with currle- The schools have (o deal with
2 g WHO WERE ulum, | \ ds ot ";lalldir lecy‘n: going to hclp the .
Schuols must meel the needs ofa  children learn.
pd = NOT LISTENED socicly changing dramatically, She said a study just complelcdg

by the Deparinient of Lubor shows ~
that what employers are looking <J
for in employces Is reliability,
goals, motivation, cthies ahd mnor N
als. They are asking (or beler
group and organizational skills.

Schools of the future will need to\A

involve the whole communlly in ﬁ
ovder lo mect thoee needa, gpld De,
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